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The  Worthy  Inhabitants 
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\ 


I  '■  \' 


^v 


^*> 


a^ 


SERMON,     &c. 


,.^:..»M»..,..>..»,.,..,..„..»^jj|^,,.,.. 


•  «..4.t4M4..4., 


/ 


1 


j 


I 


IV 


11.  Corinthians, 


5.  20. 


WE  are  Ambafiadors  for  Chrift,  as  though 
God  did  be%ch  you  by  us  :    We  pray 
you  HI  Chrift's  Head,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God. 

'  We  find  the  Apoftle,  in  this  part  of  his  Epif- 
tie,  earneftly  labouring  to  reconcile  men  to  God 
through  Jellis  ChrilV,  by  faith,  repentance,  and 
new  obedience. 

He  tells  them  in  the  i7thverfe:    If  any  man 

n'\  ^^^^'^fi'  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^"^^  creature ;  old  things  are 
pajjed  aivay ;  behold  all  things  are  become  new. 

If  any  perfon  has  come  into  the  fervice  of 
ChriH:,  and  has  become  his  true  difciple,  he  is  fo 
v,ii.i..=jvvi,  liom  v.iiuL  nc  iormcny  was,  wiuiit  ua« 


^:.r^ 


Man 


r  4  ]       ■ 

won  fnH  r  ^P°^'"  =""'  Minimis  of  his 

^nf^L      TT'  '^'  ""P"«^"«  office  of  in 
tm-c?  ani  ^f  k'^'S  men  to  become  new  crea- 
uiics,  and  to  be  reconciled  to  God :  for  whicli 

we  mf.i"'-'  •TP°'"*'''  "'  ^''  ambaffadors;  that 
Wfpe'nit"  n^:  "^r'Jff  '"'  ^Ij"  ^^''--  *<^ 
.bfolutio^n^A^^l^^^'o?:^^^^^^^^^^  ""^  ^'"  ^ 

■  In  the  19th  verfe  he  fpeaks  very  plain.     That 

roH^  '  '  '"F"S  men  mto  an  obedience  to 
God  s  commands,  and  that  their  fins  may  not  rife 
«p  in  judgment  againft  them.     He  repeats  3  tha? 

rtrj  /?  '""  "";.  ''■"''^-     "^  ^^y^  that  G.^ 

To  in  J   t'  r''^"''"S  the  u,orld  Juo  binuelf , 

putted  unto  us  the  word  of  reconciliation. 

Then  come  the  words  of  our  text,  finnifyin"' 

hat  as  the  meflengers  of  God,  in  the  name,  m"d 

\>^  the  authoiity  ol  God,  and  his  fon  ChrifL  wa 
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befeech  you  in  behalf  of  our  Saviour,  that  ye 
would  be  reconciled  to  the  fervice  of  God,  and  to 
the  gofpel  conditions  of  eternal  falvation, 

The  propofal  we  make  to  fmners,  is  plain,  fim- 
pie,  and  eafy  to  be  underftood:  'Tis  whether 
they  will  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come  and  lay 
hold  on  the  hope  fet  before  them  j  or  go  on  in 
their  fins,  and  fuffer  eternal  mifery  ? 

Can  ^ny  rational  creature  doubt,  wliether  light 
Lt.  .cr  than  darknefs  ?  whether  hfe  is  better 
ticai  death  ?  Can  there  be  any  fcruple  which  is 
i''%  happinefs  or  mnerv  ?  pleafure  or  pain  ?  hea^ 
ven  or  rdl  ?  which  :3  preferable,  fpiritual  wifdom 
or  trie  r:^- dnefs  of  folly  ?  good  or  evil  ?  the  rea-^ 
fonable,  honourable  fervice  of  God,  or  the  mean, 
degrading  llavery  of  Sin  and  Satan  ? 

When  life  und  death,  happinefs  and  mifery 
are  fet  beforr  us,  it  would  feem  at  firfl  view  that 
the   determination  is   very  eafy,   that  a  choice 
could  foon  be  made.     But  the  Itratagems  of  Sa- 
yn  are  fo  captivating,  and  the  nature  of  fni  has 
fuch  unaccountable  charms,  that  men  arc  held 
by  fomething  like  enchantment;  they  fcem  to 
have  no  ])ower  to  leave  their  courfe  of  wickednefs 
and  come  into  a  goipel  obedience.     Put  Itill  the 
gi-ace  (){  God  is  able  to  diflblvc  the  fatal  charm, 
and  rciciic  them  from  the  power  of  tlie  adver- 
iary.     This  grace  is  conftantly  oilered  to  us,  and 
our  ftncerc,  vigorous  endeavour  is  the  only  thiiv 
wanting  to  raifc  us  from  fm  to  hoUnefs'   f.om 
death  to  life, 
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When  our  Intereft  is  at  ftake,  u  is  the  part  of 
wifdoni,  It  IS  the  part  of  prudence,  it  is  the  part 
of  common  fenfe,  to  exert  ourfelves  to  fccure  that 
interefb     And  tlie  greater  the  interell  at  flake  is, 
the  more  vigoroufiy  fliould  we  exert  ourfelves. 
No  mterefl  can  be  greater  than  the  interefl  of 
our  fouls  for  eternity.     Then  what  prevents  our 
utmoft  exertions  in  this  greateft  of  all  concerns  ? 
in  this  weightieft  of  all  aifairs  ?  Shall  we  crive  at- 
tention to  the  bufincfs,  the  pieafures,  the  trifles 
and  the  amufements  of  this  tranfitory  fieetino- 
Itate,  and  difregard  the  bufinefs  of  our  fouls  and 
of  eternity  ?  Shall  we  liftcn  when  wordly  interell: 
calls,  and  turn  a  deaf  ear  when  tlie  word  of  God 
fpeaks  to  us  ?    Shall  we  liften  to  everv  voice,  but 
the  voice  of  fj^iritual  wifdom  ?  And  fiiall  that  di- 
vine voice  crv   aloud  and  no  man  regard   it? 
Shall  the  houie  of  God  be  negleded,  the  mini- 
flcrs  of  the  Gofpel  be  defpifed,  and  the  facraments 
of  the   Chriftian   religion  be  lightly  efteemed  ? 
Shall  we  be  frugal  of  all  the  fix  days  which  God 
has  given  us  for  our  worldiv  employments,  whilll 
we  eiteem  the  day  which  he  has  referved  to  him- 
ielf  as  loii  time;  or  rob  God  of  that  day's  ler- 
vice,  converting  it  to  fccular  bufinefs,  idieneis, 
vice,  or  vanity  ? 

Although  a  difcourfe  on  this  fubjea,  can  with 
propriety  be  addrelibd  to  people  of  all  ages  ;  yet 
the  middle  aged,  and  more  eipecially  thoie  of  ad- 
vanced years,  ought  to  confider  it  witli  uncom- 
mon attention,  with  double  anxiety.  We,  who 
are  approachiiig  the  la(l  Itnge  of  our  pilGn'image, 
muit  [o\.  all  men)  be  fcnfiDlc  that  wc  have  no 
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time  to  lofe.  Let  the  time  paft  be  deemed  fuffi- 
cient  that  we  have  lerved  ourfelves,  the  world 
and  Satan.  Let  us  devote  our  few  remaining 
days  to  the  fervice  of  the  true  and  living  God. 

Our  fecular  bufmefs  and  wordly  intereft  juftly: 
claim  a  due  lliareof  our  time  and" attention;  but 
ftill  an  ample  portion  of  time  can  be  fpared  for 
the  fervice  of  God  and  the  care  of  our  fouls^ 
Six  days  in  fevcli  are  generally  fufficient  for  tem- 
poral affairs. 

I  woidd  by  no  means  advife  to  expend  fo 
rnuch  of  your  time  in  the  exercifes  of  religion  as 
to  neglea  the  neceflary  affairs  of  your  calling 
and  your  families.— How  much  time  is  to  be 
expended  on  temporal  matters,  and  how  much 
on  a  preparation  for  eternity,  the  word  of  God; 
and  your  own  difcretion  mull  determine. 

The  firft  day  of  the  week,  as  a  chriftian  fab-^ 
bath,  rnuft  be  devoted  to  religious  exercifes  j  to 
rneditation,  reading,  fecret  devotion,  favory  con- 
verfation,  and  efpecially  to  public  worfliip. 

In  addition  to  ibis,  a  few  feaffs,  and  fafts  of 
legal  appointment,  are  to  be  cpufciencioufly  ^ob- 
fcrved.  A  fmall  portion  of  tlie  morning  and 
evening  is  requifite  for  family  devotion  ;  and  for 
fecret  prayer  wlienevcr  time  and  circumflances 
l)ermit.  When  we  are  moll  bufy  in  mechanical, 
agricultural,  or  commercial  matters,  we  can  lift 
uj)  our  hearts  in  filciit  ejaculations  to  God, 
who  perfectly  undcrllands  "the  language  of  the 
heart.     In  the  ulcnt,  iblcmn  hours  of  the  night, 
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iipon  our  beds,  what  precious  opportunitieij 
have  we  to  fearch  our  hearts,  and  lift  up  our* 
fouls,  in  fervent  afpirations  to  God  for  his  grace^ 
comfort,  and  afTiflance :  To  examine  our  con^ 
dua:  through  the  day  palt,  and  eftablifh  good  re- 
folutions  for  the  day  coming. 

When  all  this  time  is  expended,  and  all  thefd 
precautions  taken,  for  the  intereft  of  our  fouls^ 
there  will  remain  time  fully  fufficicnt  for  the  dif  < 
charge  of  worldly  duties,  to  provide /"-^r  the  bo- 
dy, for  our  families,  and  for  the  community  o^ 
which  we  are  members ;  provided  our  tim.e  be 
improv^ed  with  induflry,  prudence  andoeconomy. 

But  you  will  enquire  *'  Is  there  no  time  to  b'; 
allowed  for  diverfion  and  fociability  ?  would  you 
recommend  a  folitary  monailic  life  ?  would  you 
debar  us  of  all  amufements  and  fecial  comforts^ 
of  which  all  focial  beings  are  very  fond,  to  which 
our  nature  is  ftrongly  inclined,  and  perfedly 
adapted?" 

I  have  no  obje6tion  to  fucli  amufements  and 
recreations  as  are  innocent  and  decent.  But  let 
them  be  few  5  and  take  fpecial  care  that  the  com- 
panions of  your  divernons  be  difcreetly  chofen  ; 
perfons  of  modeily,  honelly  and  reputation.  The 
force  of  example  is  great :  it  attracts  Wronger 
than  is  generally  imagined.  Evil  commu?iicatiom 
corrupt  good  manners.  One  half  of  the  wickedneis 
in  the  world,  is,  perhaps,  communicated  by  ex-* 
ample. 


m\ 
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^  Very  much  depends  upon  the  choice  6^  tJi^ 
times,  places  and  companions  of  your  diverfions. 
1  he  baneful  contagion  of  bad  ^^  mple  corrupts" 
the  mind,  blafts  the  reputation^  and  ruins  the 
foul,  efpecially,  of  the  young,  the  innocent,  the 
unexperienced  i  ' 

^  After  allowing  the  time  requisite  for  the  nced^ 
ful  bufmefs  of  this  life,  and  a  moderate  fuare  of 
time  for  amufements :  Th^  emainder  of  our 
time  (for  the  fhort  period  v. .  have  to  live)  let 
us  devote  to  the  fetvice  of  our  God,  and  the  faU 
vation  of  our  fouls. 

Leave  the  perifliing  treafures  of  this  life  td 
thofe  who  love  them  fupremely,  and  be  contented 
With  what  is  b^-ely  convenient.  Leave  tempo- 
ral honours  to  thofe,  who  do  not  fee  the  vanity 
of  them.  Leave  fenfual  pleafures  to  the  lovcj's 
of  pleafcire,  more  than  lovers  of  God.  Leave 
wickedncls  to  the  reprobates  ;  And  let  us  apply 
our  chief  attention,  and  ufe  our  utmoft  diHgence 
to  feek  and  flrive  for  faith,  repentance,  charity, 
hohnefs,  and  everlaflin^  life. 

Our  day  of  grace  is  not  pafl- j  the  hope  of  fal-. 
vation  IS  not  quite  gone  :  'Tis  Hill  the  time  of 
probation  with  us.  God  is  Itill  calling  us| 
Chrift-  is  ftill  ftretching  toith  his  merciful  arms 
to  cm.brace  us;  the  Holy  Ghoii  is  ItiU  inviting; 
us,  ana  crying  "  Come  unto  me  that  ye  ihay 
have  life."  He  offers  to  hear  us  in  a  time  accept" 
cd,  and  m  the  day  of  falvation  he  will  fuccouf 
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US :  Behold  now  is  the  accepted  time,  behold  now  is 
the  day  offahation* 

^  Since  this  life  is  of  all  things  the  moft  preca- 
rious, and  but  very  (hort,  at  the  longeft  -,  let  us 
not  defer  or  poUponc  the  work  of  our  faivation 
for  one  month,  one  day,  or  one  hour.  Ihe 
longer  we  defer  it,  the  more  excufe  fhall  we  find 
for  further  delay  j  and  the  lefs  inclination  fhall  we 
find  to  profecute  it.  Therefore  no  w  is  not  only  the 
accepted  time,  but  the  beji  time  to  fecure  an  in- 
tercft  in  the  precious  blood  of  the  Lamb  of  God  j 
to  gain  an  heir(hip  in  the  blefled  manfions  of 
eternal  reft ;  to  make  our  calling  and  ele6lioa 
fure. 

The  ufual  fnare  in  which  Satan  entraps  heed- 
iefs  fouls,  is  perfuadipg  them  to  procraftinate  the 
inter^fting  bufmefs  of  their  faivation.  Each  day 
the  maxim  is  "  to-morrow  1  will  confider,  repent, 
and  amend,  and 


"  Each  fuccecding  morrow 


I 


<■  **  Has  lighted  fools  to  their  eternal  home." 

During  our  whole  lives,  we  are  refolving  to 
turn  to  God,  not  at  prefent,  but  on  a  future  day, 
till  at  the  age  of  fifty,  fixty  or  feventy  years,  we 
die  the  fame  unprepared,  unrcpcnting,  unreform- 
cd  fmners. 

No  rational  creature  expev^s  or  confents  to 
fuffcr  eternal  torment  :  Yet  he  knows  that  there 
is  no  way  to  cfcape  ihis  torment,  but  by  repent- 
ance, faith,  charity  and  new  obedience  :  Icicle 


r 
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chriftian  virtues  he  intends  to  put  in  praaice  but 
defers  the  time  repeatedly,  till,  alas !  time  is  ffone, 
never  to  be  recalled  !  Oh  that  this  very  day  may 
be  the  happy  date  of  our  beginning  a  reaitude  of 
heart,  and  reformation  of  life.  I'hat  we  may 
from  this  hour  become  new  creatures  -,  that  we 
may  become  through  Chrift  reconciled  to  God  the 
Father,  by  the  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

It  is  my  duty,  my  office  and  my  inclination,  to 
myy  repentance  toward  God,  and  faith  toward 
mir  Lord  Jejus  Chrift,  whom  we  preach,  warning 
every  man  and  teaching  every  man  in  all  fpiritual 
wifdom,  that  we  may  prefeni  every  man  pcrfedl  in 
Chrift  Jefiis.  Woe  to  me  if  one  foul  of  thofc  who 
attend  on  my  miniftrations  fhould  be  loft  bv  mv 
negled  or  careleflhel'^.  ^ 

Let  me  therefore  beg  of  you  by  the  great  God, 
who  made  you,  and  fupports  you  j  bv  that  God, 
and  all  his  perfections,  and  all  that  he  has  done 
lor  you ;  by  his  creating  power,  his  in-efervinff 
mercy  and  his  univerfal  benevolence;  by  his  in- 
finity and  unchangeable  nature  ;  by  his  omnipo- 
tence, omnifcicnce,  ami  omniprefcnce  ;  by  his  un- 
Ipottcd  hohnefs,  and  his  ftrid  jiifticc  ;  by  his  in- 
finite goodneJs  and  perfed  truth  i  let  me  pray 
you  to  be  reconciled  to  him,  , 

Let  mc  conjure  you,  by  Jefus  Chrift,  the  {on 
ot  God  i  jy  his  Godhead,  his  merits,  and  me- 
diation ;  by  all  that  he  has  done  and  fuftcred  ; 
by  his  humble  birth,  his  diligent  life  and  pain- 
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ful  death  j  by  his  miracles  and  mighty  works  5 
by  his  holy  do6lrines  and  perfect  example  -,  by 
his  traduftion,  his  ftripes  and  infults,  his  con- 
demnation, crucifixion ;  ard  by  his  final  coming 
to  judgment  :  By  all  thefe,  and  all  othei  mo- 
tives, I  conjure  you  to  be  reconciled  to  God, 
i'brough  him. 

Suffer  me  farther  to  urge  you,  by  the  Holy 
Ghoft ;  by  his  miflion  into  the  world,  and  his 
conftant  afliiiance  and  counfels ;  by  all  the  con- 
folations  lie  has  adminillertd  to  faithful  chrifti^ 
ans  of  all  ages,  which  he  is  now  affording  us, 
and  which  we  further  expect  of  him ;  by  all  thefe 
I  urge  you  to  embrace  the  offers  and  fecurc  the 
privileges  of  eternal  falvation. 

By  the  facred  memory  of  all  the  prophets  and 
godly  men  of  old,  who  laid  a  fccure  foundation 
pf  our  faith  by  their  infallible  predictions ;  who 
plainly  foretold  events,  whole  centuries  before 
they  came  to  pafs  j  by  all  thefe  I  call  upon  you, 
to  begin  immediately  to  work  out  your  falvatiou 
Vvith  fear  and  trembling, 

I  plead  with  you  by  the  \Wcs  and  characters, 
by  the  zeal  and  fufferings  of  the  holy  Apoltles  of 
Chrilt  i  by  the  firfl  and  chief  propagators  of  the 
gofpel  }  by  the  godly  lives  and  exemplary  con- 
^iuct  of  the  primitive  chriftians ;  by  the  many 
millions  of  hncere  chriftians  during  eighteen  ccn^ 
juries  paft ;  by  all  thefe,  I  j)lcad  with  you  im* 
mediately  to  embrace  t)ic  oilers  of  falvatiori 
phrougii  the  redeemer. 
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I  exhort  you,  by  the  dreadful,  dreadful  confide^ 
ration  of  the  eternal  torments  of  thofe  millions  of 
fouls,  who  have  refufed  to  accept  of  the  offers  of 
falvation,  and  have  maliciouAyoppofed  our  Saviour 
and  his  religion ;  by  all  this  I  zealoully  exhort 
you  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  cfcape 
the  agonies  of  hell  fire. 

I  befeechyou,  by  the  melancholy  confidcration 
ot  the  millions  of  the  prefent  age  fold  to  fin,  and 
in  the  fervice  of  Satan  ;  and  of  the  multitudes 
vvithm  our  own  knowledge,  in  the  prefent  im^ 
pious  and  abfurd  Age  of  reafon,  who  foolifhly 
deny  the  Being  of  a  God,  and  blafpheme  the  Sal 
viour,  the  word  of  God,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  , 
and  the  many  others,  who  by  Works  deny  God, 
and  by  daring  wickednefs  are  heaping  up  wrath 
againft  the  day  of  wrath  :  by  all  thcfe  I  befecch 
you  to  avoid  their  example  and  efcape  their  pun, 
ifhment.  ^ 

I  adjure  you,  on  the  contrary,  by  the  faith,  fin- 
cerity,  and  chriftian  piety  of  millions  of  faithful 
clmftians,  now  living;  by  their  prayers  and  de. 
votions,  their  charity  and  godly  defires,  I  adjure 

you  to  come  into  their  number,  and   with  them 
to  partake  of  eternal  life. 

I  intreat  you  by  all  the  reverence  you  liave  for 

n  .1  i-1'-  "'^^y^^'  i^inift.  s  of  the  gor,,cl,  and 
al  the  afleaion  they  have  for  you,  that  you  would 
nUhl  their  hopes,  their  wi/hes  and  their  prayers 
iQX  your  falvation.  ^ 
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^  Yc  that  are  young,  in  the  mornhig  of  life,  efpe- 
cially  ;:hofe  whom  I  have  admitted  to  God's 
Church  by  baptifm,  the  laver  of  regeneration, 
ye  tender  plants  of  my  hand,  yc  dear  children  of 
my  prayers,  let  me  perfuade  you  by  the  inno- 
cence and  tendernefs  of  your  youth,  fuffer  me 
to  prefs  you  by  all  the  advantages  of  early  piety^ 
to  be  reconciled  to  God  through  Chrifl. 

Ye  middle  aged,  in  full  vigour  of  human  life; 
By  your  complete  powers  of  body  and  mind,  per- 
mit me  to  advife  and  importune  yoa  to  obtain 
a  feafonable  reconciliation  with  your  God,  your 
Saviour,  and  the  bleflcd  fpiritof  God  your  fanc- 
tifier. 

Ye  aged,  who  are  fwiftly  verging  to  the  clofe  of 
life,  and  are  tottering  on  the  brink  of  eternity ;  I 
admonifh  and  folicit  you,  by  all  the  changing 
fcenes  of  your  j)all:  lives:  by  all  the  opportunities 
j^Gu  have  negle6led,  the  piivileges  you  have  en- 
joyed; and  by  your  long  experience  of  the  trou- 
bles, the  vanities  and  the  difappointments  of  this 
world,  that  ye  would  lay  hold  on  the  laft  oppor- 
tunity of  reconciliation  with  your  God  ;  that  ye 
would  come  in  at  the  eleventh  hour,  and  ea- 
gerly embrace  the  lall  and  only  offer  of  grace 
and  falvation. 

Let  me  addrefs  myfclf  to  the  old,  young  and 
middle  aged,  in  the  molt  fnicere,  pathetic  Itrains 
which  language  will  admit ;  and  remind  you  all, 
of  the  unfpcakable  importance  of  a  timely  recou- 
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ciliatlon  with  God,  who  is  juftly  offended,  but 
gracioLifly  willing  to  be  reconciled. 

I  call  upon  you  to  make  your  peace  with  the 

i    King  of  Heaven,  to  appeafe  the  offended  Deity 

\  l?y  repentanc.%  faith,  gratitude,  charity  and  gof- 

pel  obedience.    I  appeal  to  common  underftand- 

ing;  to  every  obvious  maxim  of  reafon;  to  every 

:     feeling  of  nature ;  whether  any  thing  can  be  more 

evident  or  more  interefling  than  thefe  dodlrines 

^ij^nd  exhortations. 

^  Finally,  my  dear  chriftian  fathers,  brethren 
.-  and  children,  I  befcech  you  by  the  welfare  of 
your  own  immortal  fouls  j  by  all  that  is  near  and 
dear  to  you  in  time  and  in  eternity ;  by  immortal 
hopes  and  endlefs  torments  j  by  crowns  of  glory 
offered,  and  everlafting  burnings  threatened  ;  5 
befeecli  and  carneftly  intreat  you,  that  you  would 
immediately  be  reconciled  to  God,  andfecure  your 
eternal  falvation. 


THE    END. 
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